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THE NEED WAS
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Eau Claire. faced with the need of more

-,

classrooms to properly provide education

for its junior and senior high school stu-
dents, started planning for a new senior high school
in 1951. The senior high school building planned,
part of an overall ten (10) year plan for new school
construction in the city, was in the planning stage
for nearly three (3) years and actually under con-
struction for nearly two (2) years.

In the long-range planning of the Board of Edu-
cation it has definitely been established that the
historic old junior high school that has faithfully
served this community for over 60 years is beyond
rehabilitation to longer serve as a modern school
plant. Architects’ estimates have shown that reno-
vation of this building in compliance with the In-
dustrial Commission’s orders would approach in
cost to the erection of that many new classrooms.

The ten (10) year plan for junior-senior high
school housing, to meet the pressing need for space,
includes the abandonment of the old junior high
school, the exsisting high school to become a junior
high school, the erection of a new senior high school
(the building now being dedicated) and later the
erection of a building to house junior-senior high
school students in the northeast section of the city
on an area of land already purchased for that pur-
pose.

This fine new structure now being dedicated
marks another big step in the local Board of Educa-
tion’s long-range plan to properly house and educate
the youth of this fine community.

Projected future enrollments show that the jun-
jor-senior high school student body of this city will
expand from 2,420 in 1950 to 4,400-4,500 by 1965.
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Theold junior high school building is actually the original building with an addi-
tion added. The original portion, the east section, was started in construction in
1891—the addition, the annex as it has always been called, was started in con-

struction in 1903,

The 11-11iltfi11g served as a senior l‘ligh school until the fall of 1926 when the new hig]‘t
school located at Doty and East Grand was ﬂﬂmplcted.

Since that time it has housed junior high school students, grades seven and eight.

Through the years well over 21,000 different students have passed through its doors,
E;er}I classes were less than 100 in number while recent classes have {lpl]i'mlched 500 in

number.
The cost of the {Jrigilml hui]{]ing and the annex totaled about $80,000.

The Board of Education does not plan to make further use of this building as a school.
It is the plan of the Board of Education to recommend to the City Council that the build-
ing be dismantled.



The former high school building, located at Doty and East Grand, was erected
in 1925-26 at a cost of about $600,000 including the cost of equipment and land.

o The building was constructed to house 1,200 students but has actually al-
wavs housed more than this number. At times enrollments (grades 9-12) have gone
over the 2,000 mark. During its 31 years of use as a high school, well over 14,000 dif-
ferent students have been enrolled. In the same Periﬂd of time 10,534 students have
graduated from the high school course.

Because of the overcrowding over the years at the old senior high school building,
the number of classrooms has been increased by more than 10. This was accomplished
by dividing of study halls, using hall space and storage area. In recent years it has been
necessary to use the auditorium as a study hall with only regular auditorium seats to 53:1‘:11(_1:,r
in. For the last several years space has also been used at both the public library and the
Y.M.C.A. to add to the capacity of the building.

During the past summer the building has been made ready for its use as a junior
high school. Shops have had to be uhauged over, wall changes made in a number of areas
and a folding door was installed in the physical education area making two areas instead
of the one that we had in the past.

The building, as now arranged, can house comfortably between 1,500-1,600 junior
high school age students.














































