
 

 
 

 
   News of the Month – February 2018 

Memorial High School – Class of 1959 

Eau Claire, Wisconsin 

February 1, 2018  
  

Dear Classmates, 
 

After our calendar changed from 2017 to 2018 on New Year’s Eve, I began to realize that it won’t be 

long before we have another class reunion.  In fact, it made me a little nervous because, so far, we 

haven’t had many meetings about our 60
th

 Class Reunion, which is coming up on September 13, 14, 

and 15, 2019.  Yes, that sounds like a long time ahead, but it always amazes me when I see how fast 

that time flies.  Of course, as we get older, the time flies faster, but it seems to me, to be “zooming” by 

already!  Consequently, I decided to call Tara, who is in charge of special events at The Lismore, to 

make sure we have made all the reservations we need for the dinners, informal get-togethers, and 

special events that will take place in 2019.  It was fun to talk with her, and she assured me that all of 

our events are contracted with The Lismore and will be carried out beautifully, while we are there.  In 

the meantime, she is going to send me a contract, which I will sign and send back to her, so we are all 

set.  I can hardly wait!  It will be great to see everyone!  I wish it were today. 
 

So, if you haven’t been doing so, start saving your money, and send me any suggestions you might 

have about what you’d like to see happening on our 60
th

 Reunion Weekend in 2019.  September will be 

a lovely time to explore Eau Claire, and you will have a lot to explore!  Every time I open the 

newspaper or talk with someone about what’s happening in Eau Claire, I find out that there are more 

and more things going on all over our beautiful city.  If you haven’t been here for a few years, you will 

be surprised.  I’m surprised every time I go downtown!  And, today, I didn’t even have to go 

downtown to be surprised.  The Leader-Telegram had a picture of The State Theater on the front page 

with an article indicating that it is for sale.  It has been a theater forever, so it will be interesting to see 

if it remains a theater or if it becomes something else! 
 

And, because we had a Christmas greeting, instead of a monthly letter, on the class website during 

December, many of you do not know that our classmate, George Geisert, died on December 23, 2017.  

George passed away in the comfort of his longtime home on Lake Altoona.  He is survived by his wife 

of fifty years, Mary Muldoon Geisert, and their children and grandchildren, in addition to many 

friends and relatives.  George owned the Wigwam Tavern for over 40 years.  He grew up in Eau 

Claire and was active in the community and passionate about the development of the downtown area.  

A celebration of George’s life took place on January 6, 2018, at The Livery, with many friends and 

relatives there to share their stories about George and his impact on his friends, family, and the 

community.  Anyone who wishes to can make a donation to the Mayo Clinic Cancer Research Center 

or Fishing Has No Boundaries – Chippewa Valley Chapter, or can, simply, patronize downtown Eau 

Claire businesses. 
 

Don’t forget that many of our class members are still getting together at  

Mogie’s on Water Street on the second Thursday of each month at  

1:00 p.m. for lunch.  It’s always good to see everyone and catch-up  

with our friends and classmates.  Hope to see you there! 
 

Carolyn Gabrielsen Barstad      cjbarstad@charter.net 

4292 Mill Ridge Circle                715-835-5080 

Eau Claire, WI 54703 

 

 

 


